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The Most Common Questions About Car Accidents

Tuesday, October 17t 2023.

One of the most common queries is: "What should | do after a car accident?" The answer varies a lot depending on each
situation, as every accident is single. Nonetheless, certain key aspects apply to most accidents, and we're here to
provide guidance. Below, we address common questions about car accidents and provide insights to help you navigate
them.

Car accidents are something many people experience in their lifetime, but there's often confusion about the best course
of action afterward. Here are seven frequently asked questions about car accidents and their respective answers.
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Do | Need to Contact the Police After a Minor Accident?

Contrary to popular belief, even minor car accidents warrant a police report. This documentation creates a record of the
incident, making future insurance claims more manageable. Regardless of how insignificant the accident may seem,
contacting the authorities is a prudent step to protect your physical and financial well-being.

Can | Seek Medical Attention After Leaving the Accident Scene?

Adrenaline can mask injuries that become apparent days or even weeks later. If you discover an injury well after the
accident, don't hesitate to seek medical care. In many cases, the statute of limitations for personal injury claims starts
from the date of injury discovery, ensuring you still have time to take legal action.

Is the Rear-End Driver Always at Fault?

While rear-end collisions often put the fault on the driver behind, it's not always the case. Complex situations can make
determining fault challenging. If your accident isn't straightforward, consult with experienced attorneys who specialize
in such cases for proper guidance.

Will My Insurance Company Always Offer Fair Compensation?

While policyholders expect their insurance provider to uphold their contracts, this isn't guaranteed. In some instances,
insurance companies may offer inadequate compensation or wrongfully deny claims. Having a legal representative by
your side can help protect your rights and prevent you from navigating such situations alone.

Is the Person Breaking a Traffic Law Always at Fault?

Fault determination depends on the specific circumstances of the accident. Traffic violations don't always correlate with
accident fault. In complex cases, consulting with legal experts can help you understand your options.

Can Minor Accidents Cause Major Injuries?

Even low-speed accidents, such as those in parking lots, can result in significant injuries like whiplash or soft tissue
damage. Seeking medical attention after an accident is advisable to ensure any underlying injuries are detected and
treated promptly.

Can | Seek Compensation for a Pre-Existing Condition Exacerbated by the Accident?

Yes, car accidents can worsen pre-existing conditions or create new ones. If the accident caused additional injuries, you
have the same legal protections as someone without pre-existing conditions. However, be prepared for this to come up
during negotiations, so consulting an experienced attorney is crucial for a successful outcome.

What Are the First Steps If an Accident Happens?

The first step is to call the police and obtain an incident number for the accident. Document the scene, collect witness

information, and take pictures of the vehicles involved. Even if you're reading this after the accident, contact the police
to get the incident number.
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Should I Inform My Insurance Company After a Car Accident?

The necessity of informing your insurance company depends on various factors, including the details of your accident
and your policy. While it's generally recommended to notify your insurer immediately, some situations may impact your
premiums. An attorney may help you understand the situation better.

Does the Other Driver's Insurance Cover a Rental Car After an Accident?

It's not mandatory for the other driver's insurance to provide a rental car, but some insurers may offer it to reduce
potential future expenses. You can ask, and if they decline, it won't worsen your situation.

Does My Insurance Cover a Rental Car After an Accident?

Your insurance policy's rental car coverage depends on what you purchased. If you have rental car insurance, your
carrier should provide a rental vehicle. If not, you may need to make arrangements independently.

Will the At-Fault Driver's Insurance Cover My Medical Bills?

The responsibility for paying medical bills depends on fault. If the other driver is at fault, their insurance should cover
your medical expenses. However, insurers typically wait to settle the entire claim before making payments. Carefully
consider any offers from the insurance company, as they may require you to relinquish other claim rights.

Will the Other Driver's Insurance Cover Repairs to My Car?

Yes, if the other driver is at fault, their insurance should cover the cost of repairing your vehicle.

Must | Accept the Insurance Company's Estimate for Car Repairs?

No, you're not obligated to accept the insurance company's repair estimate. It's advisable to obtain an independent
repair estimate, especially in situations where the insurer's estimate may not align with your best interests.

Can | Be Compensated for the Decreased Value of My Car After an Accident?

Yes, if the accident was the other driver's fault, you're entitled to compensation for your vehicle's diminished value.
Some insurance policies may not cover this type of damage, so it's crucial to understand your policy's terms. Consulting
an attorney can provide clarity.

Must | Seek Medical Attention for an Accident?

If you suspect injuries, it's advisable to seek medical attention. After an accident, you may not feel the full extent of
injuries immediately, and delaying treatment can be detrimental.

Will a Car Accident Impact My Insurance Premiums?
The impact on your insurance premiums varies among insurance companies. If the accident wasn't your fault, it

shouldn't lead to increased premiums. However, some insurers may view any accident as a reason to raise rates, so it's
important to discuss this with your insurance provider.
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What Happens if the Other Driver Has No Insurance or Insufficient Coverage?

If the at-fault driver lacks insurance or has inadequate coverage, you may face challenges in recovering damages. While
they're still financially responsible for their actions, collecting from individuals with limited assets can be difficult.
Exploring legal options and your own insurance coverage becomes crucial in such cases.

Navigating the aftermath of a car accident can be complex, and understanding these common questions can help you
make informed decisions and protect your rights

If you have been involved in a car accident and want to know how much value your vehicle, this article may help you:
Diminished Value Calculator
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