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Cvber Insurance Keeping Your Business Safe Online

Tuesday, September 19th, 2023.

In our increasingly digital world, the importance of safeguarding your business against cyber threats cannot be
overstated. One vital tool in your arsenal is cyber insurance, also known as cyber liability insurance. This insurance is
essentially a contract that organizations can obtain to mitigate the risks associated with conducting business online. It
serves as a protective shield against the potentially devastating consequences of cyber incidents.

The Prevalence of Cyber Threats

In recent years, cybercrimes, including data breaches, have become disturbingly common. Notable organizations,
ranging from discount retail chains to major banks, health insurers, entertainment networks, and even government
entities, have fallen victim to these breaches. These incidents have not only resulted in substantial financial penalties
and legal fees but have also caused significant headaches.
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But it's not just large corporations that are vulnerable. Shockingly, statistics reveal that 55% of small businesses have
experienced at least one data breach, with 53% suffering multiple breaches. A data breach not only compromises your
small business's computer systems but also tarnishes your reputation and places your customers and employees at risk.
This is where cyber insurance steps in as a prudent precautionary measure, regardless of your business's size.

Understanding Cyber Insurance
With the constant surge in cybercrime, businesses are continually exposed to threats like data breaches, ransomware
attacks, and various cybersecurity incidents. While robust cybersecurity measures within your organization can help

prevent breaches, there is always the possibility that sensitive data may be compromised due to a cyber risk event.

Cyber insurance serves as a safety net, minimizing your company's financial liability in the event of a cybersecurity
attack. Think of it as a way to manage the ever-mounting cyber risks that accompany online business activities.

Coverage Offered

The loss, compromise, or theft of electronic data can have far-reaching consequences for your business. It can erode
customer trust, lead to financial losses, and necessitate costly recovery efforts. Cyber insurance can significantly mitigate
these financial risks, sparing your business from bearing the full burden.
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Typically, cyber insurance covers:

Legal fees incurred in the aftermath of a cyber incident.

The costs associated with restoring the personal identities of affected customers.

Expenses related to recovering compromised data, such as in the case of ransomware attacks.
The overall cost of repairing any damage to compromised computer systems.

Financial expenses associated with notifying customers about potential data breaches.

As more transactions shift to the digital realm, the amount of data available for malicious actors to exploit continues to
grow. Investing in cyber insurance is a strategic and effective way to reduce your company's overall risk should a breach
occur.

Who Needs Cyber Insurance?

Any business that stores, manages, or processes electronic data online can benefit from cyber insurance. Whether it's
customer contact information, sales records, personally identifiable data, or credit card details, all such information is
attractive to cybercriminals in the digital age. Even e-commerce businesses are not immune, as downtime caused by
ransomware attacks or other cyber threats can severely impact their financial health.

What's Not Covered by Cyber Insurance?

The coverage offered by your cyber insurance policy depends on the specific type of insurance you choose and the
insurance company you work with. There are certain common exclusions, including:

Pre-existing breaches or cyber events that occurred before purchasing the policy.

Costs associated with upgrading your company's technology systems, including new applications and security
enhancements.

Cyber events instigated by employees or insiders.

Failure to address known vulnerabilities; your policy may not cover losses resulting from breaches stemming
from unresolved vulnerabilities.

Infrastructure failures due to external factors unrelated to a deliberate cyber event or attack.

The Evolving Landscape of Cyber Insurance

Securing cyber insurance for your business may now be more challenging than in the past. As online data becomes
increasingly accessible, insurance companies are raising premiums and imposing stricter requirements on businesses.
Many insurers insist on specific cybersecurity measures, such as endpoint detection and response (EDR), within your
cybersecurity framework.

Factors influencing the cost of your cyber insurance premium include your company's history, customer demographics,
policy terms, potential exposure to risks, and overall cybersecurity posture. To secure cost-effective coverage, it's crucial
to meet your insurer's requirements and maintain a strong cybersecurity stance.
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Maintaining Cyber Hygiene
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An effective way to reduce your cyber insurance costs is by maintaining robust cyber hygiene practices. Proactive
measures can lower the risk of cyberattacks, enabling insurers to offer better policies with lower premiums. Here are
some key steps:

Regularly audit event and incident logs to monitor access to your assets.
Implement and enforce strict admin and access rights policies.

Manage hardware and software configurations deliberately.

Prioritize patching known vulnerabilities and keep software up to date.

Implement sandbox analysis to identify and block malicious communications.

Use the latest security solutions across all layers.

Leverage machine learning and artificial intelligence for early threat detection.
Continuously train and test your security professionals to stay ahead of cyber risks.
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By incorporating these practices into your cybersecurity strategy, you not only reduce insurance costs but also enhance
your overall security posture.
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A Complement, Not a Replacement

While cyber insurance is a valuable tool for mitigating risks, it should not replace a robust cyber risk management policy.
Instead, it should complement existing security measures. Cyber insurance serves as an effective strategy to enhance
your cyber defense plans, rather than a complete alternative.

Understanding the Scope of Cyber Insurance
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In summary, cyber insurance primarily covers your business's liability in the event of a data breach involving sensitive
customer information. General liability insurance, which covers bodily injuries and property damage resulting from your
operations, typically excludes cyber risks. Cyber insurance steps in to address the specific challenges posed by cyber
threats.

Moreover, cyber insurance extends its support beyond legal fees, assisting with activities such as notifying customers
about data breaches, restoring personal identities, recovering compromised data, and repairing damaged computer
systems. This comprehensive coverage ensures that your business can respond effectively to cyber incidents,
safeguarding both your financial interests and your reputation.

In today's digital landscape, where data is invaluable, cyber insurance is a wise investment. It allows your business to
thrive in the digital age while protecting against the ever-evolving cyber threats that lurk online.
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