
 

 

Precautions When Sharing Road With Trailer Truck 

Thursday, July 20, 2023. 

Driving near tractor trailers can pose unique challenges on the road. 

However, with the right knowledge and precautions, you can navigate 

these situations safely. In this comprehensive guide, we will provide you 

with valuable tips and strategies to ensure your safety while driving around 

tractor trailer trucks. 

By following these expert recommendations, you'll enhance your 

understanding of potential hazards and learn effective ways to mitigate 

risks on the road. 

If you were involved in an accident, here is a guide on How to deal with truck accidents in Atlanta. 

Some of the steps you can take to avoid a trailer truck accident and ensure a safe journey are listed below. 

Maintain Adequate Distance 

One of the most crucial aspects of driving near tractor trailer trucks is maintaining a safe distance. Keep in 

mind that these large vehicles require more time and space to stop compared to smaller cars. It's 

recommended to maintain at least a four-second following distance, allowing ample room for unexpected stops 

or maneuvering. 

Avoid Blind Spots 

Tractor trailers have significant blind spots, commonly known as "no-zones." These areas include the 

immediate rear, directly behind the truck, and the sides near the driver's cab. Make a conscious effort to stay 

out of these blind spots, as the truck driver might not see your vehicle, increasing the risk of accidents. If you 

can't see the truck driver's mirrors, assume they can't see you either. 

Pass with Caution 

When passing a tractor trailer, exercise caution and plan your maneuver carefully. Signal your intention to 

change lanes well in advance and accelerate gradually while ensuring there is sufficient space to complete the 

pass. Always pass on the left side, as the driver's side of the truck has a slightly smaller blind spot. 

Be Mindful of Wide Turns 
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Tractor trailers require a wider turning radius, so it's essential to anticipate their movements. When you notice a 

truck signaling a right turn, refrain from attempting to pass it on the right side. Instead, maintain a safe distance 

and allow the truck driver to complete the turn safely. 

Stay Alert and Avoid Distractions 

Vigilance is key when driving near tractor trailer trucks. Minimize distractions inside your vehicle and keep your 

focus on the road ahead. Avoid activities like texting, eating, or engaging in lengthy conversations that can 

divert your attention. Maintaining full awareness of your surroundings will enable you to respond promptly to 

any potential hazards. 

Use Signals and Communicate 

Clear communication is vital for safe driving around tractor trailers. Use your signals early and consistently to 

indicate your intentions. This will help truck drivers anticipate your actions and adjust their driving accordingly. 

Additionally, be patient and understanding, as truck drivers often face additional challenges on the road. 

Practice Defensive Driving 

Adopting defensive driving techniques is highly recommended when sharing the road with tractor trailers. 

Anticipate potential hazards, be prepared for sudden lane changes or braking from the truck ahead, and 

maintain a constant awareness of the traffic flow. Stay calm and avoid aggressive behaviors, ensuring a safer 

driving environment for everyone. 

In Case of Injuries Talk to an Atlinj Georgia Lawyer 

Acknowledging the complexities involved in dealing with a trailer truck accident involving a leased vehicle, it 

can be advantageous to have the assistance of an experienced law firm. ATLINJ Georgia Lawyer is well-

equipped to provide you with the necessary support and expertise to navigate through these challenging 

circumstances. They can offer guidance and legal representation to help protect your rights and ensure you 

receive fair compensation for any damage or injuries sustained. 

 

 

 

 

https://atlinj.com/
https://atlinj.com/

